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Book Blurbs: 

The School for Good Mothers by Jessamine Chan – In this taut and explosive debut novel, one lapse 

in judgement lands a young mother in a government reform program where custody of her child 

hangs in the balance. 

 

The Sweetness of Water by Nathan Harris - In the spirit of The Known World and The Underground 

Railroad, an award-winning “miraculous debut” (Washington Post) about the unlikely bond 

between two freedmen who are brothers and the Georgia farmer whose alliance will alter their 

lives, and his, forever. 

 

The It Girl by Ruth Ware – The It Girl is a psychological thriller about a murder at Oxford and the 

woman who may have been responsible for the conviction of the wrong man for the crime. 

 

Oh William! by Elizabeth Strout – Lucy Barton is a writer, but her ex-husband, William, remains a 

hard man to read. William, she confesses, has always been a mystery to me. Another mystery is 

why the two have remained connected after all these years. They just are. 

 

The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich - This powerful novel explores themes of love and death 

with lightness and gravity and unfolds with the elegant prose, sly humor, and depth of feeling of a 

master craftsman. 

 

Sunflower Sisters by Martha Hall Kelly – In Sunflower Sisters, Kelly tells the story of Ferriday’s 

ancestor Georgeanna Woolsey, a Union nurse during the Civil War whose calling leads her to cross 

paths with Jemma, a young enslaved girl who is sold off and conscripted into the army, and Anne-

May Wilson, a Southern plantation mistress whose husband enlists. 

 

 


